Space Tourism – Put a fashion spice on it! 

Fashion must make it more fun. Please design your original space wear with your enthusiasm for a space tourism flight.

This project is authorized by JAXA’s Open Lab

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

・About

Your Design Goes to Space 

This is now the time that the vision of space tourism is being realized. Accordingly, our desire towards space tourism has been changing from dreams to more realistic things. For example, what to wear when we go to space? 
Because it is not necessary to wear pressured space suits when we go to space for a suborbital flight*, we can wear what we like. 
When we go to and come back from International Space Station (ISS) in a Soyuz, we must wear pressured space suits and we must wear even more complicated EVA space suits when we go out of ISS. However, we can spend our time in space wearing casual clothes while onboard the ISS. 
How are the space flight suits for space tourism to look? The design must have the things that excite us and exhilarate us toward the space flight. By holding a space wear design competition for suborbital space flight, it will encourage mass-market public attention to space tourism. Also, it will embody people’s image and dreams towards personally experiencing space flight according to their own imagination and creativity. The people selected for the top award will be able to develop real space tourism wear which will be used for space tourism flights in 2007, with fashion designer Eri Matsui, Dr. Yoshiko Taya, Japan Woman’s University, and others. 
* Suborbital flight… This is a type of space trip flying to 100km on a suborbital trajectory. You can enjoy incredible view of the Earth from space and experience up to minutes of weightlessness.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Space Couture Design Contest

The Steering Committee for Space Couture Contest

Host:

The Steering Committee for Space Couture Contest

The R&D Committee for Space Couture Contest

Rocketplane Ltd.

Cooperation:

Industrial Collaboration Department, JAXA

The Steering Committee:

(The Project Team authorized by JAXA’s Open Lab)

Eri Matsui (President, Designer, Eri Matsui Japan)

Misuzu Onuki(Advocate, Asia Liaison, Space Frontier Foundation)

Eriko Kobayashi(Space Films)

Nobuyoshi Matsueda (President, Matsueda-isyotenn Souhonnten)

The others

The vowel of the Japanese cursive syllable order

Advisor:

Motoko Uchitomi(Industrial Collaboration Department, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency)

Co-Producer 

Yoshiko Taya (Professor, Japan Women’s University)

Special Member for the Steering Committee

Kazuyuki Yamamuro (Executive Producer, Fashion tsushin, INFANS.com)

Selection Committee:

Eri Matsui (President, Designer, Eri Matsui Japan)

Yoshiko Taya (Professor, Japan Women’s University)

Shunichi Mugita (Editor in Chief, Ryuko Tsushin, INFAS Publications, Inc)

Midori Nishiura (International Consultant, Essayist)

Charles J. Lauer (Vice President, Rocketplane Ltd.)

Industrial Development Department, JAXA

Experts related to space development and astronomy

Sponsored companies

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

・How

Application

Application Form 

Dream Section

Please design your original space tourism fashion you would like to wear, which is full of your dreams toward space tourism

This Section’s winner selection is only by submittal of a drawing.

One colored A4 size of drawing should be submitted. 

Application form filled in with necessary items should be put on the back side of drawing.

A short essay of your dream toward space flight should be submitted too.

Designer Section (Application has been closed. Application period was March 31, 2006.)

Please design suborbital space tourism wear which is functional and scientific as well as stylish with the assumption it will be used for real space tourism flights. The first round selection is by drawing submittals, and the second round selection is through a fashion show competition showing the real designs as custom sewn space wear.

Two different drawings should be submitted for one application.

Drawings should be A4 size with any color and kind. One colored drawing should be on one paper with back style and piece of fabric.

Application form filled with necessary items should put at the back side of per drawing.

A short essay of your remarks on International Space Station and space tourism should be submitted.

Submit

Normal post mail or delivery service

In case of CG, print should be submitted. MO, CD-R and others are not acceptable.

Application Form

It is necessary that a section name (1. Dream Section) and applicant’s profile (Name, birthday, address, telephone (home/mobile/office), e-mail, and affiliation (name of school and company) )are on the postcard sized paper

Profile will be used only for correspondent and selection announcement of the competition and will never be used except for that.

Explanation about design, concept and others should be included

Applicants:

Anyone who is interested in space tourism wear including professionals, students and the general public.
Contact Point:

Office of Space Couture Competition

The Steering Committee for Space Couture Contest

5-10-6, Minami-Aoyama, Minato-ku, Tokyo Japan

TEL: +81-(0)3-5485-0012

FAX: +81-(0)3-5485-0013
Note:

Designs and application forms will not be returned. 

The copyrights and trademarks of both the winning design and collaboration designs will belong to the hosts of the competition.
Application Period

Dream Section: August 15, 2006

Designer Section: March 31, 2006
Schedule:

Dream Section

The end of August or the beginning of September, 2006  Public release of Dream Section at the same date and place of the Selection of Designer Section with a fashion show open to the public.

October, 2006 

Designer Section

May 20, 2006

Top 10 which passed the first round selection will be open to the public

At the end of August or the beginning of September, 2006

The second round selection will be held with real custom designs worn in fashion show style open to the public. Each award and the very best designer will be selected.

October, 2006  

Co-production of space couture will be started by the selected very best designer, Eri Matsui , Yoshiko Taya and others

March 2007 Space Couture Fashion Show opened to the public at Tokyo and Paris (under negotiation)

After July, 2007

Rocketplane will use the space couture as Official Space Wear for its first suborbital space flights.

Award

The people selected for the top award will be able to develop real space tourism wear, which will be used for space tourism flights in 2007, with fashion designer Eri Matsui, Dr. Yoshiko Taya, Japan Women’s University, and others. The competition winner will be able to have a ticket for space flight (under negotiation), with following awards joining the real space tourism training with passengers and watch the launch from the Spaceport Oklahoma Mission Control Center, winning the Limited Edition autographed XP replica model, and so on.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

・Press

TV

TV Tokyo World Business Satellite 

TV Kyushu

Newspaper

21 Articles including Nihon Keizai, Asahi, Mainichi, Yomiuri and Sankei Shinbun

Fashion Media

9 articles

Magazine

4 articles

Web Site:

25 sites

